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Photography exhibition celebrating
“Human & Place”

As part of the activities of the twenty-fifth edition of Islamic Arts Festival, His Excellency Ab-
dullah bin Mohammed Al Owais, Chairman of the Department of Culture in Sharjah, and Mr.
Mohammed Ibrahim Al Qaseer, Director of the Cultural Affairs Directorate in the Department of
Culture and Director of the Festival, inaugurated the photography exhibition entitled “Human
and Place”, in collaboration with the Emirates Photography Society, in the presence of Moham-
med Abdullah Al Hashemi, the Secretary - General of the Society, along with a large number of
artists and photography enthusiasts. The exhibition is taking place at Zero 6 Mall.

The exhibition featured 31 photography works by Emirati and Arab photographers, that reflected
a vital aspect of the places in the Emirates and its environments which vary between the desert,
the mountains and the sea, in addition to other places featured in Arab and foreign countries.
The idea of the exhibition is based on employing the human interaction with the place, and this
is clearly revealed through the amazing photography works that reflected cities, faces, people,
and their lives from various parts of the world. The creative photographers seek through their
lenses to introduce their artistic message to the world.

The Palestinian photographer Nehme Samir Al-Naji reflects through her distinctive work the
environment of the place and the extent of human interaction with it. She took the picture in The
Grand Mosque in Mecca of a pilgrim climbing the stairs heading towards Masa’, in reference to
the spiritual manifestation and the extent of human relation to the place historically.
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«The Night of Destiny» exhibition
reflecting the manifestations
of the soul

As part of the activities of the twenty-fifth edition of Islamic Arts Festival, Mr. Mohammed
Ibrahim Al Qaseer, Director of the Cultural Affairs Directorate in the Department of Culture
and Director of the Festival, inaugurated the exhibition «The Night of Destiny» by Saudi artist
Raghad Al - Ahmed at the 1971 - Design Space in the Flag Island. The inauguration was in
the presence of Ahmed Obaid Al Qaseer, Executive Director of the Sharjah Investment and
Development Authority “Shurooq”, Marwa Al Aqroubi, Director of the House of Wisdom, and
a large number of artists, media staff and art enthusiasts.

Al-Qaseer and the audience toured around the exhibition, where they learned about the de-
tails of the work that aims to express the artist personal journey through the manifestation
of grief in an exploration of the inner soul.

This artwork is an invitation for visitors to seek healing through an experience of their per-
sonal meditation on prayer (Dua’a). Bringing out the divine in the mundanity of daily life,
the artist aims to elevate the human experience, drawing on the heritage of Islamic archi-
tectural design as a lifestyle.

Through this artwork Al-Ahmed wishes to relay the spiritual connection of love with the
audience. Combining spiritual and contemporary art mediums defines a thoughtful demon-
stration focused on a strong traditional foundation without relinquishing its relationship to
the modern world.
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Honoring the Winners of the
Sharjah Award for Critical
& Visual Arts Research

Under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Muhammad Al Qasimi, Member
of the Federal Supreme Council and Ruler of Sharjah, the Sharjah Department of Culture
honored the winners of the fourteenth edition of the Sharjah Award for Critical & Visual Arts
Research, which is organized by the Cultural Affairs Directorate at the Department of Shar-
jah. The current edition of the award was titled “The Role of Translation in Modern Visual
Art Criticism.”

The honoring ceremony was attended by His Excellency Abdullah bin Mohammed Al Owais,
Chairman of the Department of Culture, Mr. Mohammed Ibrahim Al Qaseer, Director of Cul-
tural Affairs Directorate at the Department, and the Secretary-General of the Award, in ad-
dition to the winners, the jury committee, and a significant number of artists participating
in Islamic Arts Festival.

Mohammed Ibrahim Al-Qaseer gave a speech, at the beginning of which he referred to the
continuous patronage of His Highness the Ruler of Sharjah for the award, saying: “The Shar-
jah Award for Critical and Visual Art Research and for more than 14 years, has remarkably
reinforced the presence of the critical aspect in Arabic plastic arts, and since its establish-
ment, it has received continuous patronage of His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Muham-
mad Al Qasimi, Member of the Federal Supreme Council and Ruler of Sharjah, a patronage
that established a specialized critical culture which is the first of its kind in the Arab world
specifically in the domain of plastic arts.”

The Award Secretary-General congratulated the winners of the 14th edition, saying: “It is
my pleasure here to congratulate the winners of the Sharjah Award for Critical and Visual
Art Research, and they are as following: Shadi Abu Rida from Egypt, who won the first
place for his research: “Translating Art, and the Art of Translation, Between Entertainment
and Refraining” and the critic Zitouni Abdel Razzaq from Algeria came in second place for
his research “Translation in Modern Visual Art Criticism... A Problem of a Term or a Crisis of
Translation,” while third place went to critic Ahmed Lotfallah from Morocco for his research
“Arabic Visual Art Criticism and Translation: A Theoretical and Applied Study.”

In addition, Dr. Samir Al Salmi member of the Jury Committee confirmed that the unique
path of the Award and for more than 14 years of giving with a comprehensive vision came
thanks to the patronage of His Highness the Ruler of Sharjah for culture, a patronage that
illuminates the paths of culture, knowledge and creativity across the Arab world.

Shadi Abu Rida gave speech on behalf of the winners were at the beginning he expressed
his gratitude to those in charge of the Award, saying: “I thank those in charge of the Sharjah
Award for Critical & Visual Art Research, which represents the most important visual criti-
cal platforms around the Arab world, where it supports its role and aesthetic, intellectual
and artistic influence through activating and stimulating the Arabic visual arts movement.
And | hope that the Emirate of Sharjah remains forever the beam of culture and arts, and a
destination for creativity and creators.”
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Islamic Arts Festival 2023 Programme. From 13 December 2023 till 21 January 2024. The festival hosts
several workshops held by artists from different countries of the world.
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